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Thi^i will bo a tape recording o£ an interview made on July 12 * 

1 9 67 , at c x :\c t ly 4:20 P . M . , in fce rv i ew conduc tod by Willi am BO x 1 e y 
of the Differ lot Attorney's Office of New Orleans and by William 
-Martin, of the District Attorney l s Office of Naw Orleans. The 
I in ter view will be conducted in the Wynne State Farm, Texas 

t, L~d f :oirec tions - The interview is conducted With Mr. 
William A* Mo vt-Ci? ) an inmate at said institution* 


dr 


© 


What we would like to know about first, if we could, BILL 
are you called BILL or BILLIE? 


BILLIE. 


& 


i_ 


jUjciitaJ: — Th i s -f r» c 1 d n t abo u fc your Intro due t i o n to C ERA! 

ST TAW Ofr I yon nftaJ- CTay SUAW flHwnO 


' \ { 

- T me t a nan i n f-rnrh^ed to me asl 

CLAY BERTRAND 


L O 


You met a CLAY BERTRAND ? 

I m at n CT.AV BERTRAND. The name CLAY 5 HAW was never 
mentioned or used to me. 


Alright, can you tell me the circuit stances of meeting MR. 
"bESTrand? 


ykl 


1 certai nly can. I met him at l.the M as querade Bar\. I 

go by r. ir ae i s rea son to 

meet liirg^ 

Alright, when was thia JZ^ " 

It wa s some t ime in ifun e o f 1 9 5 3 ^ _ 


Q* 

&- 


June of "SB and Wha t f-fro of the Masquerade 

bill? / 


/ 


The Masquerade ^x\ 

Bar, I your pardon . 

Louis Street, Tt's a homosexual hangout. 



L 

Q. 

A, 

Q. 

A* 


It's now — when I loft - — cal let? the Cove] 
names „ 

The Cove? C-O-V-E? 


It changed 


I Th huh, it's on St, Louis Street. Betwee n Bourbon and 
R s i tp hinaw ~ “ ” 


N ow why was GENE DAVIS _in teres ted in introducing you to 
BERTRAM?? 

Wall, for sexual r>u rpQ SiLLi- 
It was for n.^ml puKi-ira.^ 


That 1 a right. r 

-■•/A" 


10 


©r 



ov^v- Uow *'***”« v nT1 n1 ~ * h ^ *^rp ? 


Q- 


A> 


Q- 

A- 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A- 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 


you were 10- And where did you live in New Orleans aL 
that Lime? 

Cii, x was living on Dauphins Street, right across the 
street from the Dauphins Restaurant- A little old hole 
in the wall restaurant- There 1 s a little apartment house 
there* I was living with a guy named ART- 

ART- 

Hu worked for GENE DAVIS at the Court of Two Sisters * 
GENE DAVIS at that time - — I read in the paper about 
it naturally, and they say he owns Wanda’s Ear — * but 
at that time he just worked for the Court of Two Sisters 
Ho didn’t own nothing* He didn't own a car- 

What was he doing at the Court of Two Sisters? 

Some kind of maitre’d or something, he wasn't just any 
everyday bitniny you know- He offered to get me a job 
there and I'm sorry I didn't go to work, to be honest 
wi th you - 


Ok ay , and he introduced you to flTAYBERTR^ Wow, have ^ 


you ident ified in your own mind CLAY BERTRAND from 
pic turns th at vnn'yp in the oauer or did you wa r. * 


I never seen the picture in the paper, to be honest with 
you, but I seen him on T-V, once and I thought maybe- - 
Oh, looks like, well, somebody I’d be- --Well, I thought 
it was somebody I’d tricked with when I was in New 
Orleans, and then I kept thinking- ** 

W hen did you see him on T.V-? 

Oh , it’s been a long time ago, three or four months* ^ 

1 n wha t con nee tlon ? 

Well just something about Jim Garrison 1 s stuff- They 


h ad him coming out of the, oh, uhl iff didn’t say p nth jpg 
he was just going in som**. thing . yo u know - 


In a building or-** 

Yeah, in a building, you see, I just seen him- 
Then what you say then is that you saw on televisio n 


severa l months ago phoJnrn-nphs of a m^rt going in nr out 
of the C k>urJL-bui 1 d i ng and t±Li^^ r iis._Lhe mnn ^ 

c. FAY 

I t looked a lot like him. I’ll say that- Seeing a tna n 

n rt f o 1 p v is j — tiasU. tirj .hi m -f ^ ro ^ 1 might rnril^. a 

differences 

Yeah* 
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You under s bund what I mean? 

r, are, ^uro, y as he on television ns CAAV shaW p tL-is a 


r;i ■jTMvnf’r-j bo him o n. IxbbjVT ,r; Ion ;n; CMY SHAW? 

— ~ v J 

YO U- yes - "■ — . — s 


_Jl vis man was i rt e n t j T inc ; c\z\ hp.l:ivi^.{nn i L thn t t'n^ nr, 

C: r,AY SHAW? 

A a CLAY SI LAW. 




Q- 

A, 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A* 

Q- 

A, 


Q- 


X see. 

'they said he was a New Orleans businessman or something. 


iH Loid me he worked For Elp^trir*. T remember 

that. I ' 


Alright:, yon met him a fa th® Masquerade Bar, 

Yes ., 

Where did you go with him from there? 

We ^nb bo GENE DAVIS 1 ^oarbmerLb^ 

Ok ay, Was this at night or in the daytime? 

This was ah night. 

Do you remember where GENE DAVIS 1 ana-rh-ment wag? 

JF remember where it was bub not the exact address, It 
*/ gs H"htphki rln ucrt fnr f-h^r F rrvft h a Pfflirh nF.T wn 

Sis ber g. On the ev.en ^ lda_£iL Do ur hon , of course, GJ LiLjar 


'6.1.2 Bourbon, it could have been 608 or 6l4 f you undsc“- 
.sta nd w h at I mean 2_ 

Yeah. And did you go up there with CLAY BERTRAND? 



jCJ.^Y IVETKCfiAMH, — I-fn. want in a lib tie ef floiency , , , it 

was a little efficiency apartment. I had been there 
before with G EN E havt ^., of course . 

Alright, now, did you over see him after that? 

Uh, I seen him, uh. . , Y es, I saw him too more times when 
we went to GENE DAVIS' apartment; I saw him on MR* BOONE'S 
boat; and then he entered my apartment one night by 
mistake. But that would take just a little explaining to 
explain that. 

Alright, you saw him twice more at DAVIS' apartment,.. 

Now, sir, at the Masquerade and we went to BAVJS 1 
apartment- VJe always met at the Masquerade to have a 
drink — I don ' t oven think he drank — I don ' t 
remember — but then we went to GENE'S, GENE DAVIS' little 
apartment. 

You think he did not drink? 

X can't temember whether he drank beer or what. X know 
GENE DAVIS was a lush, a lush. He drank some, you know 
what X mein, 

-h js- 


L 





Q- 

A, 

Q* 

A* 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A* 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A- 

0 * 

A. 

CU 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A, 

G- 

A. 


you met him on BOONE'S boat, you said? 


On a 
DAVIS 


guy n.unt^DILL BOONE 'j^oat. Matter 
j Is thb^oii e who j.n± ir&duced me to BTL] 


of fact, GENE 
BILL BOONE, 


Wtavfc kind of boat was it? Do you recall? 

All I recall is it was a big boat, it was big, you know 

Lor a boat, tout I . . . it s*as big to me it wasn't uh 

X thick GENE said it was SO feet* 


Tt v^as a yacht then. 


V l < h ■ 


an, it was a seagoirg yacht, htyv It could go, you know, 
t can go, it can — $ c ^ — , — /r, ^ /■ „ X j Jf.. 


uh 
it 

~*T~ 

What did BILL BOONE do? 

I don't know, ha just 

Alright. 

He never did tell me. I never.** 

You knew BOONE, though. 

Why, yes, I know MR. BOONE. 

Alright, can you describe physically to me the man you 


knew as gt.ay tcf.rtrjwi. how tall V73L5 he_? You 1 re 6T’? 
,-How tall are vou? r 


Wo-11, he was not quite as tall as „ * . 
Wa i t just a minute. How tall are you? 


c £ 


' m abou t 6 1 




<1 


Alright, and then how tall w<L5__he in relation to you ? 

H e was he was, uh... Well, actually he was about my 

~ only "he was , you know, he wasn ' t skinny.~ ~~ 

Yes, but - "this motion. {flapping elbows) doesn't translate 

Oh, well, 

lie was about your height? 

About my size, about my height and he was built like a 
vaightlif ter. You know what I mean? 

I understand. 

While I've got a little old pidgeon chest, he's got, you 
know what I mean. 

What color eyes did he have? 

Oh, my god. I r m sorry, but I really don't remember that 

Al right , how t1jAi_hiLA^aaiLliii^. h a i n , h cw_ wa s i‘ f ^ciLL ? 


Uh, like yours. 
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If.- 11 . now how in mine., cut? T mean, to be of any wTna 

OH hhQ tupiL,. WO h;nw — j-.n. h-'tyo t ^ . j- 


A. 

Q* 

A, 

Q- 

A. 


v/e ll , 

A bushy C rjwcufc * .1 1 r i gh t Wbrvh— . ord n~ Inir d id. hr^va? 

Gre y i ah -brown , are v i 3 h -redd i s h -bi-ovza 

Al right, did ho ever wear glasses during the Limes you 
% * uW hitn? 

L couldn't say one way or another on that. 

About how much do you think he weighed? 

About 180 x^oimds, las. 

About 130 to 185 pounds? 

Yes, 


Unidentified — Hero I've got a lighter* You can keep those 
matches, 1 have more here* 


Q« 

A* 

Q- 

A « 
Q* 

A* 


wfrfc's the longest time you were with him, I mean in 
close relationship like we 1 re sitting here now or as you 
might at a bar? 

Well, we never hung around the Masquerade much* We just 
had one drink or two and then split, you understand? 
i'll say about a period of about three hours * 

Ab out three hours. Alright, you s.av. vou met him fo r 
’ jTyjn in 1 purpft^jpfi r rH d K p pay yo u - for fch Is? 


$20, 00* 

He payed you $ 20 - 00 _ _ 

Each time, Mo prear ranged agreem ent, he just. Gene 
Just fcolrlme 1 t was n good 51 core , ,, don T h count on him 
for nothing. 


What did the sexual practices consist of, would you mind 
describing them for in a, to help in our effort to 
identify the man? 


We ll, actually it makes no difference to me r cause it’ s 
no secrot.with.ine, r 'rn down here on an homosexual 
. Offense s o i V 1 a. -njcm^fi™ t with me* TO him maybe it 
m 1 i q h t. h n .. Wei X don ,t .kuo.w_ tli a terms to use, legal 
terms , but he just, lie f— ked me, you see. 


Q- 

A. 

Q* 

A. 

G* 


Al rig h L . 1 1 was anal intercourse then. 

Anal inte rcourse, yeah, that 1 & the legal term* 

Mow did it consist of anything else? 

Wall ho, he al sways. . . as I remember it,,, that was just 
about it. Well , ha wasn't exactly the but chest: thing 
in the world, you know. He was, he was a homosexual, 
by that I mean, you know. 

What tit/ you mean by the butchast thing in the world? 
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r* 


Well he gets up in it, you know. Do you understand what 
I mean? 

Yeah* Okay, now then, in his conversations with you did 
ho over disclose anything that would lead you to believe 
Whn t: type of work he was engaged in? 

Wo. 

Any tii Lng about his personal life? 

11a f you mean where he lived? He told me he lived with 
It is mo idler. That's why ws wnt to GENE DAVIS 1 place. 

And that's a natural thing. People live with their 
mothers, or maybe they're even, married and have a wife. 


He wus in his. 
thirtis 


Jjp Innkprl to ^ojbeabout his middle 


appeared in his m d-hhir in 1953? 

But he had a very nice physique for a man that age. i£ 
you understand what I mean. I don't remember if he had 
any taboos or scars. 

What kind of voice did he have? Was it like mine, or 
yours or Mr. Martin’s, was he harsh in his speech? 

Oh well now, that's hard. 

I know it’s been a long time. 

Kell, I mean, he never said "heard" or "Knowed" or "dis" 
and "dab". 

He spoke good enciish ? 

He s poke good eng llsh^^ 

Maybe we can help, rather than say he had a voice like 
yours or mine, did he have a high voice or a low voice? 


lie wasn't one of them "Hi, darling" (in fern ini ne vo ic e } 
type of homosexuals/ if that's what you mean. This guy 
was" a John, if you VI meet him on, the street you’d never 
snap. Y on could ao fishing with him f p l ay noker with 
h Tm ~(I "don T t~7inow if he plays pokerl or any thine, you'd 
flavor snap in a million years. Don't get me wrong when t 


say he's a homosexual, he's not one of those, von know 
who t X mean , X imp wrls tn . He's a butch. 


Was he a cultured man, was he a working man, this is the 
thing I mean about his voice. You can u sually >nl1 wW 
type of nonnomic life a man _1 .fr by wg v he tnlVa 

Th rr f ~ 1 f J Xlh '' t r — m J 

Oh v/ell, I'd make book he went to c o llege, tie didn't 

dress like on a. ha dressed pice F-Q^GE^IH . _n A1 U G rf-j^cI&cL 

like a slob. He may dress nice now that he has that bar 


ajid-go t . ■ t.I i 1 1 le-monay-hiit bark fhcrLJia-drcLa^ % 
p Iptu , Actual 1 y , he was a slob. Hot that I've got 
anything against him. 
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Q. 

r 

I r ve never seen GENE DAVIS. 

C 

Would vou describe him to 


me ? IjQya t: nil would you any. 

rJiw* mvTfi 4<t> 

A. 

Well than T am. 

rl^ f 4 n.i±p 1 c „ 

Q. 

How much shorter? 


A. 

Oh, not a great deal. He’s not a short man but he's not 
■ tall man either. He might be grey headed now but he 


had coal black hair then and he’s a black headed person, 
with black eyebrows, and blade eyes and he was kind of 
h iiry, on his arms. 

Well, how tall would you say he is, is he 5'5 ,h or 5 * 1 10" ? 
Well, he’s about 5'8V or 9" or 10". Hot no midget 
flow much would he weigh? 

Ho had false teeth 


jigh? . 

(f JLk^ b ** u S 


He had at that time tpp tb I.f he hnd -th en* he 

has got to have them now. You don’t grow ’em again, 1 


guess I iust might as well go and crpt , Alright he 


h^ uH false teeth, he’s Fibout B'flV 1 or 5 ‘9" and how much 
did ho weigh.?.. 


I’m not t;o good at guessing weights? I’ll say as best 
X can, I'd say he weighed about 160 pounds. 

About 160 7 

He wasn’t exactly fat_ He had a little pouchy 

M ow l ie i ntroduced you to this man as CLAY BERTRAM] in _ 
"the" bar?" 

In the Masque rad a Bar. 

The Masquerade Bar. Did BERT RAMP wear a hat ? 

Ho. never have I seen the man with a hat on _ Hover. 

dorr* t know m he wears one now, but I've never seen 
one. 

How do you remeber what you drank? At the first meeting 
I’m not talking about the subsequent meetings but the 
first time you met the guy in the Masquerade Bar when 
GENU DAVIS introduced you — 

What did I drink? 

Yes. 

1 know what I drank. If they were buying, I drank a 
stinger. If someone else is buying, I'm going to drinlc 
a mixed drink. 

How it’s your memory we're trying and not your drinking 
habits. We're trying to see what you can definite ly- 
re call without any question in your mind. 
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G- 

A* 

Q. 

A. 

G- 

A. 




Q- 

A* 

Q- 

A* 

Q. 


r 


r 


X can't: recall what: the n ame o : U 


ofthe driuks 


__ y ore Iml: X know v/j-> And d r-inV. nigirtr h -> went lh^^. ^ 
AndLU^knnw tbit OUV PmHTMD nr w-» ii.m-n - b Pi, iw* i m ' 

1 M.i d fr- v- lht.r.) Vlifrh -> H i rj |- ■ im.'i — I j-Lf t f - mr-fM 1 Mr.. Ih^l' 


j' 1 A VIS wasn't about bo go to his nock a l ; , 

; H i o first time you met: hi m yjdiTr r?,V.m v^Mrinq suit. 


f ia S w- .-? a r i ng_a_ s .i 1 1 h f> v e r v t h; ia ‘I„ eq t h im . 
- you met him he wore a suit. 




Wo II maybe sometimes he was wearing a sport coat but he 
always had on a jacket. 

To get away from this a little bit, we’ll come back to 
it later, would you bell me about the period of time you 
lived in Beaumont and Port Arthur in Jefferson County? 

Hot a thing cause X was just there two days and I got 
bus ted- 

Who ware you with at the time? 

I was with a salesman from the company I was working for 
but he's strictly straight, don't know none of these 
peoxjlo. Just as old wino- His name is WALTER S. SMITH. 
The police liked to have beat him to death when he told 
them that in Beaumont. They had me on an alias and they 
got him and they asked him vrtiat's your name and he said 
SMITH and they like to beat him to death but that was 
his name. Smith. 

Where wsce you caught? 

X was apprehended in Beaumont, Texas. 

No f l mean, where were you — in a motel room, a car or 
where were you? 

Ho, I was out in the woods. 

Alright. And you didn't know anyone around Beaumont? 

Hot a soul. Hell X went there to work for a company. 
Allied Continental Automobile Association, 1232 Barorma 
Street in Hew Orleans and 308 Orleans Street in Beaumont. 
But X believe they closed their Beaumont office down. J 
wouldn't know about their other. 

Did someone in Mew Orleans recommend you to Beaumont for 
that job? 

X was sent out there purposely to go to work there. You 
know to run their sales up. I'm a pretty good salesman. 

Who sent you there? 

Well* TROY HEIDELBERG , the manager of the New Orleans 
office, and LOUIS ROMAKO , the owner in the Houston office 
at 1003 Pease Street in Houston. 

Do you know if HEIDELBERG knew CLAY SHAW? 

* / ‘ - 8 - 
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Oh, no, no* Those two parts of my life were entirely 
separate. This was in I960 I'm talking about? X was 
talking about 1959 just a minute ago* Those two parts o 
my life are entirely separate* TROY HEIDELBERG is 
married and has four children. Is a Mason, cna of those 
t ypo of people* I worked for the man* Oh I might have 
gone next door with him and drank a bottle of beer at 
lunchtime. He knew I was homosexual* 

U->w long did you work for that company? 

About eight months* 

U ad you known HEIDELBERG before? 

I never saw hint before I walked in the office* I 
answered an ad in the paper. That's the reason I walked 
in. 

Alright, can you tell us anyone else in New Orleans in 
1958 who might have been Introduced to CLAY BERTRAND 
as CLAY BERTRAND? 


Well, I could tell you a gang of people* 
where you'd hunt them up. 


I don * fc know 


Well, I say who might have been. Do you know anybody 
who did know him as CLAY BERTRAND other than GENE DAVIS? 

BILL BOONE* 

BILL BOONE, the owner of the yacht* 

Yeah. 


Do you happen to remember the name of the yacht club or 
whe re the yacht was loc ated^— - , / — JP 

It was out by the Mv -o-My club- t dor / 1 h kno w the name 
o~£ 1 t 13 u c ic was tv the My-O-Mv* 

It v/as the yacht club next to the My-O-my? 

Yes, it was right over from there* 


Do you remember anything about the bartender at the 
Masquerade Bar? Do you know who he was? 

PHftXS GOODYEAR if t remember right. 

CLUL TS nO n nYF AB Hid he know BERTRAND? 

ETow I found out later and this is getting ahead of 
myself and I'm going to confuse myself and confuse you, 
too, probably, but I jfou nd out later than BILL BOONS 
owned that bar* i didn * t know it then* But he owned it , 
Cl ERIS GOODYE A R ran it Cor h im But he sold ou t . That 1 s 
when they changed the name o ver from the Cove, You know 
£ n 1953 , the summer of 195B, they got real roueth h on 
h omosexuals in the Hew Orleans area, and dope people ._ 

I'm not a dope person but, well, most of them got their 
hatboxes and headed for Miami. About that time BILL 
BOOMS .** when I got back, the way I understood when X 
got back he sold it. But at the time X met BILL BOOiSE 
I didn't know that* The time I met BILL BOONE I had beer 
living >n New Orleans for just a couple of months* I 
-9- 
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Q- 

A. 

Q* 

A. 

0- 

i 

A. 

Q- 

A, 

CK 

A, 

Q- 

A. 


I lived in New Orleans for a total of about three months 
and by the time l got to living there, well HILL BOONE 

was kind of wellknown around same homosexuals know 

him and the time X met him I didn’t know him from Adam’s 
house cat, the first time I was introduced to him, if 
you understand what I mean. 


Al r ight mho r- 1 r RA * ! R> that you can 
think of? - _ 

Noll, this guy I lived with, named^W &LTER W ILSON ,. 
^JAttfER WILSON? 

Yeah. 

Well, what did he do, where can we find him? 

Well, I lived with him for quite a while. I know he 
knows BILL BOONE because he runs a bridge club in New 
Orleans . 

What club? 

A bridge club. 

The cardgame Bridge? 

You, at 117 University Place. BILL BOONE lias been up 
there to play bridge and he knew him through bridge 
playing. And he might know GENE DAVIS just very 
casually, very casually. But I don’t know if he r s ever 
met this other guy. 

Before we get too far off tfe subject of BILL EiOQNE, do 
you know, I want to make sure we're pronouncing and 
spoiling that right, do you know how to spell it? 

Like Daniel Boone. 

Like Daniel Boone. 

B“0“Q“N“E . 

Eighth— C an you tall us some more na m es of any homo - 
sexuals t hat you knew in N dw_qrleans ? 

AMOS McFAPLAN, CANDY LEE. T don’t know where CANDY’S 
at right now. C ANnyJknew them all, rANpy_k.uaw GENE , 

GENE DAVIS, T. don’t know yf_ she knew this other on e . 

Wh a t did she do , was she a strl no.ar^orawha t? 

She worked at the back bar at Tony Basina's, CANDY LE E. 

Do you kno w if she knew CLAY BERTRA ND? 

No , I * & hav e no way of knowing whether she knew him _ 

But she knew DAVIS? 

Oh, yeah. I’m sure. And there’s that big fat gal that 
used to run around the bar, everybody called her WANDA. 
I’ve seen BILL BOONE in there talking to her. So I know 
She knny^'BILL. 

- 10 - . 


- 10 - 


r c' 


Where is Wanda's Bar? 

cm Iberville be tweai Royal and Bourbon , I don't know the 
nxaet address, right next door to that garage where you 
can park and the department store* 


exactly where? 

no Iberville between Royal and Bourbon, 

Okay, did you know DAVID FERRXE? 

I don * t recognize the name * 

Did you ever know t,ee frAttVRy_osgai.il? 

Mo. But what T wsnt ^d bn tell ynn is tH ^ That CLAY 

BERTRA M ;i n trrnnrjh . fr by t-n hh^ ana^ ^ ant-I was 

li ning in bv mist ake and .this guv.„lookad l ike the any | 

Jn n i l. las who shot OSWALD r wxmv He tjjis. a rtopp^r- 1i1 J 
L>l e man, _lhav e-i me by .my apartment by 

Jiow could they do that by mistake? 

VJe 11, I su r e hate to involve ole WALTER W TT.snw 4r> ^ny 
.of this becaua e-bf* was hhp guy T live d with you know, and _ 

-Jrio— ra n the bridge club. Y ou all can verify this with 
him if he's still in New Orleans* X don't know you see. 

I've been locked up in this place going on seven years, 

.B ILL BOONE owned some property on the -c ram^r nf- 

^Potor and Dauiohine* Being from Now Orleans you probably 
know the place. It hs four apartments in it. But 
although he owns the place, he doesn't manage it* On 
the corner of Bourbon and St. Peter there's a Chinese 
lady and don’t ask me her name. I couldn’t remember it 
and she manages this property* Now me and WALTER WILSON 
we went to Miami sometime in duly 1958 and we came back 
in September sometime and this is when I met MR, BOON'S 
on the boat, now this is sometime in September of 1960- 
Mcanwhile X had lived in Miami, Atlanta and Macon, 

Georgia* Now me and MR, WILSON are back in New Orleans 
and we rent an apartment from MR. BOONE, the Chinese 
lady, but it is MR. BOONE'S apartment* Gave the Chinese 
lady the rent. After we were living there for about.** 
this guy EDDIE who works for MR* BOONE came by there and 
said hello, you know. He wanted bo borrow some bedsheets 
from me. And I said sure and I loaned him a bedspread, 
some sheets and pillowslips and he brought them back a 
couple of days later; they ware laundered real nice and 
he said thank you and I said thank you* But there were 
a lot of comings and goings in the other apartment but 
I didn’t know what was going on, I didn't pay it no mind. 

But I thought they were going in there tricking, having 
sex* I seen EDDIE going in their with the kids hustling , 

I figured that one time* But there was all kinds of 
people going in that place* So I lived in that one 
apartment for one mon th. happened to be going 

past there and J saw EDDIE * in J £Eere cleaning up and dolnl 
things and J looked in there and it was a much nicer 
apartment and I said why don't you let me rent this 
apartment. EDDIE said I don't see why not. it's nob so 
much it was nicer, X just liked it there. it was one 
big room. My rent was up in two or three days so I askei 
WT it and he said it’s only $10.00 more so go ahea* 

- «.* i : -.- Lr - - 
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Q- 

A. 

<1 

Q- 

A. 

Q* 

A* 

Q, 

A. 

Q, 

A, 

Q- 

A, 

Qv 

A* 

Q* 

A* 

CU 

A, 

0- 


r 


WT? 

WALTER THOMAS WILSON, Ha won't give you his name* just 
.1 couple of initials. So I got my stuff and moved over 
to the other apartment, I hadn't been there over a 


1 1 Iglvt or two when ho re comes this guy BERTRAND just walk _ 
in , he h a d a key. He s a id v e 1 1 v*h if- ■- * Y ^ y 1 \ n ^ ■ - 1 g m f - 1 r 
J I ' ta, _And T said well how arc you, v /bat nrf; you dni. 


'» Hff 


here? And I was surpr ised to see him because X h; v tin 1 1 
yiw&n him 111 a long time - but T still knew him because T 


^x-iciced with him. And ho said what are you doing hero . 


yoi i waiting, to "meet KELL? And i said no I live here. 


And I said no 1 moved in 


- 1 flT s aid you .live with bi ll? 

I He walked out, lie had a m an witbh ini, 

Vfho do you mean by BILL? 

BULL BOONS, When he said do you live with BILL well he 
thought I had* well,*, you all work with the D.A. 1 s 
office, you know how it is with homosexuals. Evidently * 
if you're investigating this you're dealing with GENS 
and them. He thought then I split up with WT and had 
moved in with BILL BOONE, 

How can you describe the man he had with him? 

Just a dapper lit' ole man, 

A what 111' ole man? 

A dapper. 

Was he wearing a hat? 

yeah, he was. One of those straw hats with the short 
bill on it, 

Short band? 

Ho, 

Short crown? 

Short crown. 

About how tall was he? 

There we go again, ttfhat I call short, 
now short? 

Oh, I'd say about 5*6" or 5 '6V- About this man's size 
her, but a little bit paunchier, (Indicating BILL MARTIN 
A lot older than you. 

He's older than I am and he's my height. What age would 
you say he is? 

About VJT ’ S age. Hut that don't strike up nothing. 

Give us close as you can to how old you think he was? 


/ - 
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SP^T > 

i r 

, -is- 

Rs'v*. 

About 45, 

/a- 


0- 

Uid he keep his hat on the whole time he was there? 

A- 

Uewas only there about three minutes. 

Q- 

Has he wearing glasses? 

A* 

NO , he wasn't. 

Q* 

And he weighed a little more than Mr. Martin? 

A. 

!fe was heavier. 

Q- 

V*v* ought to have the record show that I'm 5 l 8^ TI (Wm. 
Mar tin.) and also he said he was about my height and 
weight except he had a hat on. 

A, 

You haven't got any hat on. 

Q* 

How much do you weigh? 

Q* 

About 170 {Mr. Martin). 

A, 

So I guess I'm pretty good at guessing weights after all. 

Q- 

Ibis man with a hat was he wearing a suit? 

A* 

Mice looking fellow. A real nice dresser and when I 
say dapper, I mean dapper. He was all dressed up, 
you know,., suit. He was wearing a black suit. 

Q- 

Alright, how was BERTRAND dr^ss.ed? 

A. 

Suit. 

Q- 

h 

Was it a light or dark suit BERTRAND was wearing? 

A. 

It's funny. I can remember what suit this other guy had 
on but can't remember that, but i'll be honest with you, 
I iust don't know what this man was wearing. Evervtims 
I ever seen CLAY . heds_ T bann_.p.re tty nicelv fixecL. 

jAp, dressed up in a suit. Evervtime I ev£jt_saiUj££SEEL 
n.AVTS . he was dressed like a bum. 

Q* 

Did you ever spend any time around Dallas? 

A. 

Never been to Dallas, 

Q- 

You've never been to Dallas? 

A. 

That's right. 

Q- 

You'll can stay around her© and talk for a while and 
I'm going to go out and get some pictures. 

(Harfcin 

to Box ley) Very good. You've got the whole set that! 
sent you plus some others? 


Q. (Boxley) Yes, Are you going to make notes for me? 

A* (Morris) You're not used to this heat? 


Q- 

Uh? 


•* A-' ' j 


I 
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X Haven 1 1* been in an air 


J 


Q. 


A, 


0 - 


use £ tt> this heat. 

ccn ^^ ned room going on seven years. It don't phase 


U that right, 

Yuh, it's bothering you, 

I jive you stated here in this interview when you came 
here, what date it was when yon were first arrested? 

[ was arrested on January 1, 1961, 

And have you over been free since then? 

Teh, I made bond. But the last free day I saw was 
February 6, 1961, That *as the last free day X saw and 
it will probably be the last free day I see for three or 
four more years* 

"Okay, now to get back to the o ther people you know, who 
knew BERTRAND* Now are you pretty well satisfied with 
your memory on that? do you know anyone in New Orleans 
Who may have known this man CLAY BERTRAND? 

No, Sir, I don’t- Now let me explain liow this situation 
goes- The three times I met him at the Masquerade Bar ] 
it was, GENE DAVIS took me all three times, it was kind 
of a thing between us, and then we went straight from 
there to MR. DAVIS 1 apartment* GENE DAVIS, well 
actually, it was kind of, ,, very private, you know what 
I mean. It wasn't like going to a big party with 100 
people there and CLAY BERTRAND was there- Now this guy 
EDDIE who worked for Bill. BOONE* 

Now about EDDIE*., tell me something about him. 

Whenever he was introduced to you, he was BILL BOONE’s 
flxmky, and this is it* 

About BILL BOONE,,, 

1*11 toll you who else j met, BILL BOONE introduced to 

me. I met it doesn't have anything to do with this 

he used to come down every year and visit with him*** 

Tennessee Williams* 

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS knew BILL BOONE? Visited him, was 
intimate friends with him? 

They were intimate friends* They were in 2958 or 1959 
and r 60. He was famous then, he's got a little more 
famous now. That's who showed Up, TENNESSEE WILLIAMS * 

Did you over run a cross, in all the friends of BOONE, 

L ERTR ANDj_S_qnd_S HAW-ls ^did_rZQil_ e ver run acrossT ~a “LaExn 


Arne rican , tall^spaniali.. sp caking ,_bu t he . sp oke_ ehgTI^ h 
_wit h_ mvery , heavy-span ±sh accent. 

J^w J _JL-wrata you all a litter,.. ah, evidently you all 
got, co use . , L but _ thur.e n-Cnbin person on boat . 

in _ Sunbem be r ,_j_u— 1 - ^ T rut there 

and i v/ro ta yoyi_a bout thaii — 

Yes. 







r 


r 


A* 

Q- 

A* 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A* 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A. 


Q* 

A* 

Q- 


Q. 

A. 

Q* 


1 know a Cuban cau^e I lived in MLaai>,.Souiehow T cor? 

•j ii^ t t ^ H ’^^rr .i n 7 l r»TrV->*> -.-iri .-> --in „ 


c an you toll Fh r» b jtwwuy. , r i CuVon o od a 

Vene zuelan or ■ « ^nKiii... nmf ri ... 

_ A ' / , D O. You rwighh h.-nrg rn^ th j>re. 

\I ' J J , 1 just wanted to get th af r an you describe 

13 i its Hat i,n Arnprirpm to r ina? P ^i m - ir t - L y, Vi b;i t \-n i A b |s ft g a 

'ty i proximately? _ 

r 13 was approximately 22* He was young* He wasn ' t * * * 
vh, I just figured it was somebody BILL was . . .you know* 

Uh huh, 

You understand what I mean? 

- . 1 ■’ 1 * . * * • J-- ;■■ . _.• . * •*" 

I understand. Are you. any relation to a young man in 
Baton Rouge by the name of PERRY RUSSO? 

Who? 

RUSSO*. 

Any relation? Any kin? Why, no* 

, r »Vr >;4 ^ .* • 1 

The reason X ask is that you look so damn much like him, 

X *ve been noticing since you've been talking and thought 
you might be a relation to him and l didn’t know anything 
about it, 

- . » _ ^ - “* J' 1 ' 

Oh, no. The only kinfolk I got in my mama- My daddy 
is still alive, but he disappeared years ago- My mama, 
two aunts and my grandpa. X haven’t even got any 
brothers, or sisters- I'm the only c hi Id and my mother 1 
the only child. 

Any cousins? 

Well, I've got some real distant ones but they certainly 
wouldn't be named RUSSO, I’m the only disrespectful on 
in my family. 

I didn’t mean to imply or relate the name RUSSO with 
disrespect. 

Oh, no. There's nothing wrong with the name RUSSO but 
I'm from ’■Tennessee, and people up there, you know, ... 
it's a common name down there in Louisiana, but in 
Tennessee, I can't even say that I've even heard the 
name . 

I see*** 

Ql: course, it might. . * I think X read the name in the 
paper in the New Orleans bit* You see when I got a .paps 
its two or three days old and it’s all cut up and all* 

Can you remember anyone else in the New Orleans area, 
aside from TENNESSEE vriLLIAMS who used to know DO ONE ? 


■ /_- 
* / 
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Q- 

A, 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A* 

Q- 

&* 

0 - 

A* 

Q* 

A* 

Q- 

A, 

Q- 

A, 

0 * 

A* 


CHRIS GOODYEAR worked tor him but CHRIS GOODYEAR loft 
town when DILI* BOONE sold the Masquerade Bar* 


Do you know if BILL BOONE over sold the apartment you were 
Living in? 

I have no idea- Bo might have sold it in i960* 

bo you know if he was a mtiva New Orleanian or-*.? 

/ * 1 • ^yb 1 g^Jhugii^-thfi Co. out.* lie l i ved o n roj^s t . 

^XW'LL nGQ^ v ^Sd lived on the Nest Coast* 

v/m t ki nd_Q 1 w or k— ha d h o_dxim^^Liiy e s tme n t s had he m ad^ nr 
"uomu thi ng ? 

It Hist neve r w-yn discus sed. He was just one of thos e 
_kimi of guys, x suppose* Always wore a little wh J_ta 

si i -lor hu jiVJa^J. dJLtlj^_wglt :o cat). ' /on knsfti.. t 1 1 1 toll yon 

something else about him. He wears a toupee. He 1 s 
Seen badly burned a t one time or anoth er, 

VThere ? On what part of the body? 

I never seen him undressed- But he's got some on his 
head, on his arms* 

how can you tell? 

You just have to look* 

Scars? 

Soars# he's got plenty scars* 

A r o th ey dh v 1 ous ? 


If he's at a distance, he could get by* But if you 
shake him down pretty good, you can see them* 

What age man is he? 

Well at the time I knew him he was pretty close to 60 
years old* 

About 60* 

He wasn 1 1 no young man then * 

Burned on his face and.**? 

Well, his forehead* it looks like he might have had a 
little plastic surgery dorse on his face due to the burn 
and his head, he wears a toupee though* 

A complete toupee? 

No, no, he might wear a complo te one now. He wore one 
like that (indicating top of head) _ In other words, he's 
got a bald crown* 

in other words,, a bald crown with a fringe. 

And he's brown headed and he wears a brown toupee* He's 
tall 


-■ - - .v -Mv " ■ • •riv 1 -? 
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Q- 

A* 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A. 


is he burnt on the arms? 

He's just burnt, on his t.rins, his hands**. 

His hands. And he'd be about 60 now, you say? 

About 60. 

You started to give u physical description of him. 

o a 1. 1 , i can give you a pretty good ona of him because 
ho is so tall. lie's tailor than I am, while most 

people aren't* So he's 6' 3" or SH". He's skinny 

thin* 

_Al rlght, I J ve got some pictures here and I'd like y ou — 
t o look _ ab. thfam nnrl vj i i-hm? h i w.-f Khaw n---»v 'py [■ 1 nnt 

and bell me If y ou_ktfflw any of thp.jm-iitf>n . 

W 2 1 1, now , Xl dJ be a smooth fool if t didn't tell vou 

that's JACK RUBY. Y o u nan see , t he Balias ■ Uni i r q . thing. 


11724/63, After all... 

Can you make out any of the others? 

j^don' t k no w anybody else here but this one flong 

pa u se ) Boy, if that's him, he's Re has. He looks 1 lies 


Q. 

A. 


he'n.on d Q m\ h i t , -more- 1 n I ik ely . 

If its wh Q2^ 

Ci AY J1ERTRAND. He has auetl- C o urse that could be.* * 
tie's acred a lot* Course thafs*.*It l s been seven years . 
This one, this one, this one, this one I'd say definitely 
I've nevar seen them but this onpi , npw that non Id bp* 

_C 6 AY BERTRAND, the man GEMK naillfi intr od Tirerl me in. 


Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A* 

0 - 


CIAY niaR TRANO* 

..Mould you r ^Pd . in to— t hra microphone- U he^nrnib er of this 
and the_ ftote of thA man you IderrH Fi^ d as ma Yka-bning 
CLAY BERTHMD? . 

12 '1-388 and then the date is the third months, the first 


A* 

Q* 


day of 1967* 

What does it say about ih? 

Mew O rle ans . T >o ui,siana * 
is it a mug shot? 

I've, bee n _mnuaed my s e l f. and i t looks lika on e to me * 

Thanks. Let the record show that the photograph in s-h 
ident ified was that taken of CLAY SHAW on f Tv-* da Ip o^-4t±^ 
_n rroaJ^J-t] — invas 1 i qn hr on . 

[ Mo w this man here » _doa^.„hp 1 nnk^.tn you 1 Tke_.the. man that 
I EKU TRAN D b r Q uqhJtJ^-Youi ^a pa r4 -m n jn4 u4jy^ais.take ? 

A s I st ated he had a^iiaL-Oiw 

Alri ght , h e had a ._hrit on. loL^s-oovej c no the to o of hi s 

1 i£sd . _Jvnd. J ig_j7ajsi_dxes you recall* so let' s 
cover u o Ms .o pen collar. 


1 f > ‘ 


~ ■ I 
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ThaL very well could be him. I just couldn’t swear on 
it. 

okay. 

you know what X mean? 

Alright let me show you a different group of pictures 
and you can tell me if any of these... 

.. T he picture you just identified as possibly being the 
man w ho was take n by pi^K-ikr> in ynu r apartment. Would 
you read the ^information on the pol ice car d? 

Da lias Police 36D93 . 3 Lth tnnnfch , r>A bU toai 


r 


l,o t the record show thatthe photograph iusb been 
identified is t-nT^n ^ to of his 

arrest following the 


Here's another group of pictures. Do you or did you know 
any of these people? 

(Very long silence) 

That boy's name is Davis. 

DAVID? 

DAVID. 

Where $id you know him from? 

I know him from New Orleans. 

Do you know what he did in New Orleans? 

Now, I just seen... yeah, him. He hustled, on the... 

What do you mean hustled, was he a homosexual? He 
recruited or arranged dates or what? What do you mean 
by hustler? It means a lot of different things to a lot 
of people. I'd like to know what you mean by it? 

Just going around and having sex with homosexuals and 
anybody who’d pay him... to make some money. That's what 
he did. DAVID, I believe that. . .except those whiskers, 
he never had whiskers. I believe that's a boy named 
DAVID I used to know who was a hustler in New Orleans. 


Would you know the last name if you heard it? 


Try five names and I’ll see if I could pick it out. 
Alright, let me give you some. 


DAVID FINLEY? 


No. 


DAVID HALSEY? 


No. 



J 
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a. 

G- 

A. 

Q- 


A. 

Q* 

A. 

Q- 


c f . 

DAVID DURAND? 
no> 

DAVID GRIFFIN? 

No* 

DAVID GUTHRIE? 

NO. 

DAVID GERMAINE? Okay* 

Boy, this is hard. I know his name was DAVID. I'll 
toll you all that. Now I don't know his name might not 
even be DAVID* 

For the record you've been talking about a photograph 
ot DALLAS GRIFFIN GUTHRIE. 


Who? 


lLLAS GRIFFIN fflUTHRXE. 

«•> . • • • .?.* *• 

-/•' ■ ' V'J'.v' •-r : • 

n . --Vi* *: «i * 

s GRIFFIN GUTHRIE. Photograph made in the Dallas 


DALLAS GRIFFIN GUTHRIE. Photograph made in the Dal 
Police Department Mo. 40 547 in 1966- 

* * _'.V “ J ^ ^ / f > _ 

Well, when I know this pay, t I; new him as DAVE. 

••Tijt ’ 

Alright* Did you ever hear the name of a man called 
GORDON NOVEL? 

No, I say that... I'm almost certain... 

|*i * ... . '.V . . 

GORDON NOVEL, he's a French Quarter habituae, a bar 
owner, etc* 

DO you want to take a look at one last group of pictures. 
Do you know any of these people? 

Never saw any of them before. Never saw any of them 
bo fore* 

Have you ever heard the name DEAN ANDREWS? 

Nope, I've never heard it. 

Have you ever had occasion to meet an attorney who 
soma times would take cases of homosexuals who were 
arrested or have you ever been introduced to an attorney 
of that kind who would help you out of trouble if you 
ever got in any of that kind? 

(shakes head in the negative) , 

Have you ever done any female impersonations? 

Mo* never. I'm just not that type of, you know 

I've just never done it. Besides, I'm slightly too 
hairy* 

I.c t J s ge t j \ ohvs -f on 1 pHi g p one_T norp- JUme _ of the 

ng n y on f" n ** att — QT,ay TT nvr frill tin yon frs.fr l raate_ 

he was! 
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Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

A- 

Q- 

A* 

0. 

A* 

Q* 

Q* 
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About mv height. 
Which is wha t? 


„ nproMY .imn h ulv 6*. He might ba just a 7. 1 fctle 
1 >.} t shorter th** — nrmieahorter. 


A.. how much w ould you 

1* n y_liG_^Viaigto ? 


/fn wjs st odgy and w ell built , about ISO. Ho had a nice 
| g man ftigage^, And_JLhl-£i ay he was about 3 5 


^ r 4 U_ve uas^uild^JiiQ^ fo r hin age, A t 
l \}D fc_3LJ:haught so. 


Okay, ^ ha was 35 to 4 0 , a little bit shorter than you, 
Ixi .t iH-la-mm fiiH-.lin-v1fif. hair, thinning hair or 
.whi^tZ— 

He had a head of hair. 


ia t color-? 


Kind o f roddish-br o wnich-crey . you know what I mean. 


Yea h*-- an d. did, _h ^ c -rvu birr wii ohr How m uch would y ou 
say 


Ab out 10 0. 

100 and what? 

About ISO- 

Okay. One thing that I wanted to ask you--. Do you 
know if any of these men that we talked about so far 
who knew CLAY BERTIA ND, do you know if any of these 
people had a police record of any kind? 

X wouldn * t know whether they did or whether they didn 1 1 

You don * t know. 

1 have no idea. 

Mow before we conclude this interview, I 'd like to ask 
you if you have any objections at all to the way this 
interview was conducted and whether or not if was given 
of your own free will? 

It was given of my own free will, and uh, it turned out 
pretty fair, X thought. 

Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. Morris. 


THIS INTERVIEW WAS CONCLUDED AT 14 MINUTES AFTER 5, P.M., 12th 
DAY OF JULY, 1967. CONDUCTING THE INTERVIEW WERE MR. WILLIAM 
BOXLEY OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, ORLEANS PARISH, AND 
WILLIAM R. MARTIN, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF ORLEANS PARISH „ 


